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Kami Appleby’s  
amazing recovery

Kambria Appleby was a healthy little 8-month-
old when she suddenly became ill on a Friday in May. 
She woke up one morning screaming in pain. Within 

48 hours, Kami had lost the ability to move her arms 
and legs. By the following Wednesday, she was in the 

hospital for what would be a six-week stay.

The diagnosis was transverse myelitis, a neurological 
disorder caused by inflammation across both sides of one segment of the spinal cord. 
Kami became paralyzed from the neck down. Swelling around her spine started to 
interfere with her breathing. Doctors saved her life by inserting a breathing tube.

She has been receiving physical and occupational therapy at Schreiber since the 
beginning of July to help her regain the function lost due to the illness. In her time at 
Schreiber, Kami, now 13 months old, has begun crawling again, mainly with her arms. 
She is able to sustain tummy time for about 30 minutes. Her core is getting stronger 
and her fine motor skills are returning.

Kami received most of her in-patient treatment from Nemours/Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children in Wilmington, Del.

“When we left (the hospital), the doctors there said they had never seen transverse 
myelitis in a child as young as Kami,” said her father, Rik Appleby. “They had nothing to 
tell us about how much recovery we’d see.”

And after five months at Schreiber?

“We saw gain after gain after gain,” he said. “We’ve been thrilled with the 
experience and the progress we’ve seen. We have every reason to believe she will  
walk and that she will make a full recovery. We are very grateful for the skill and 
expertise of the professionals at Schreiber… To have something like that so close to 
home has been amazing.”

Please join us for our… 

AnnualHolidayOpenHouse
Wednesday, December 14, 2016  •  6-8 p.m.

Schreiber Pediatric Rehab Center, 625 Community Way, Lancaster

Take pictures with a Sensitive Santa • Have fun with holiday arts and crafts
Enjoy caroling with our preschoolers • Sample light refreshments

Tour the Center • And much more

Open to anyone in 

the community!

Bring a friend!

2017 
Special Events 
Calendar
MARCH 25

35thAnnual Gala
Lancaster Country Club
An elegant evening of fine food, 
entertainment, dancing, live and 
silent auctions and the introduction 
of the 2017 Ambassador children

MAY 7-9
5TH ANNUAL PHONATHON
MAY 12-26
HELPING HANDS 
CAMPAIGN
JUNE 2-4
35TH ANNUAL  
SOFTBALL 
WEEKEND
SEPT. 9
SCHREIBERPALOOZA
Clair Brothers, Manheim

SEPT. 10
29TH ANNUAL 
RUBBER 
DUCKIE RACE™ 
& FESTIVAL
OCT. 2
7TH ANNUAL 
GOLF CLASSIC

Jessica Krueger and Kami
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. . . helping children turn disabilities into abilities

Yes We Can
DECEMBER 2016  •  Donate online at www.schreiberpediatric.org



As we celebrate the holiday season, 
it is my sincere hope that each of us may 

find the comfort and joy that comes from 
being with family and friends, people we care about and who 
care about us. Here at Schreiber, we work year round to make 
sure the families we serve and their amazing kiddos know 
how much we care about them.

We do that in the passion and professionalism we bring to 
providing therapy. We do it through the enthusiasm we offer 
in our preschool and child care classrooms. And we do it by 
the care we take in managing the center’s finances.

Schreiber has been around for a long time; we are 
concluding our 80th anniversary this year. We have been 
sustained for so long thanks to a great deal of generous 
support from the community.

That support is more important than ever right now. We 
were fortunate this year to receive a generous matching 
grant from the Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation 
to expand our child care services. The faith shown by such a 
prestigious grant maker is humbling.

But it doesn’t erase the never-ending challenge we face 
to raise the money we need for daily operations and basic 
services. It costs about $4 million a year to operate Schreiber 
Pediatric. But we only receive about $3 million in Medicaid 
and insurance reimbursements. That means we have to raise 
more than $1 million a year to pay staff, keep the lights and 
heat on and maintain our therapy and education resources.

That $1 million comes from people like you. People who 
support our special events, who donate during Phonathon or 
the Extraordinary Give, or who respond to a vital appeal just 
like this one.

This holiday season is a time when many of us pause and give 
thanks for the abundance in our lives and share that good fortune 
with others. 

As you reflect this year, please take a moment to think 
about the work we do here at Schreiber. Read the stories in 
this newsletter. Kambria Appleby’s parents literally did not 
know if she would ever walk again after suffering a life-
threatening illness when she was 8 months old. Today, after 
five months at Schreiber, she is on the road to recovery (see 
story on page 1)

This is what happens every day at Schreiber. Thanks to 
you. Your support allows us to help thousands of children 
every year. Please consider a gift at whatever level you are 
comfortable and know that you will be helping us reach one 
more child, that you will be giving hope to one more family 
like the Applebys.

Wishing you and yours a holiday of peace and light,

From Circle of Friends  
to kindergarten

Watch Sienna “SiSi” Matthews toddle 
around a playground, and you might not 
see anything out of the ordinary.

And that, by itself, is something of a 
miracle. SiSi, who turned 6 in September, first 
came to Schreiber for therapy when she was 
18 months old. She had a range of symptoms associated with 
cerebellar ataxia, which affected a part of her brain associated 
with motor skills. She couldn’t walk. Her speech as it developed 
was slurred. She struggled with balance and coordination.

Eventually, SiSi was coming for therapy and to attend 
Schreiber’s Circle of Friends Academy child care center. She was 
able to participate in high-quality early childhood education at 
our S.T.A.R.S. Preschool and at Circle of Friends, a PA Stars 4 Stars 
rated facility that is inclusional (where children with special 
needs interact with peers who are typically developing), while 
also receiving therapy services from Schreiber’s team of top-
notch speech, physical and occupational therapists.

After a year at Schreiber, SiSi was walking. By the time she 
was 4, she was walking without orthodics. At 5, she was running. 
Today, she is in a regular kindergarten class room, a bundle of 
curly-haired cuteness who loves her puffy princess dresses.

From the Desk of 
James DeBord,  
Schreiber President:

SCHREIBER STORIES

To those who generously  
supported the Center recently…

Our second DuckiePalooza 
Weekend Sept. 10-11 raised 
nearly $150,000 for the kids and 
families of Schreiber. We took our 
Schreiberpalooza Music Festival 
to Clair Brothers in Manheim, and the bigger venue  
helped us put on a bigger show. And our Rubber Duckie Race™ 
again saw some 15,000 duckies dropped into the Conestoga 
River. To everyone who supported the weekend, from our legion 
of duckie ticket sellers and faithful volunteers, to everyone who 
bought tickets to either event and to all the generous sponsors 
who helped underwrite the cost of both events — we thank you 
from the bottom of our hears.

Our Sixth Annual Golf Classic returned to the beautiful 
course at Bent Creek Country Club, and with help of 

another warm, sunny October afternoon we raised 
more than $45,000 for Schreiber.  Thanks again 
to the work of Chairman Jim Eberle and the rest 
of the volunteers on the Golf Committee who put 

in so much time to make the event a success.

Help us add infant care to Circle of Friends
Learn how you can give to Stabler Matching Grant on page 3.

DECEMBER 2016  •  Donate online at www.schreiberpediatric.org



Telling our stories 
on video

This summer, thanks in part to 
grant money provided by the Steinman 
Foundation, we marked our 80th 
anniversary with a series of videos that tell 
the stories of four Schreiber families. We 
introduced you to Elijah Pierce and Keagan 
Collman, and we showed you a little more 
about two of our Schreiber Ambassadors, 
Ty McCabe and Sophia Clay (pictured right).

We could try to tell you about them, but 
you should just go watch the videos. You can 
find them on our Schreiber Stories blog at  
www.schreiberpediatric.org/schreiber-stories.  
These videos tell their stories and our story, and we hope 
you find them as moving and inspiring as we did.

SCHREIBER STORIES

Edna’s Angels 
announces 
new round 
of donations

Edna’s Angels, Schreiber’s Women’s Giving Circle, met in 
October for their annual luncheon. More than a dozen members 
gathered to hear proposals from seven of Schreiber’s therapists 
and to vote on which programs to invest in with this year’s 
collective donation of nearly $10,000.

The Angels’ contributions will support of all of our therapy 
departments, including donating more than $2,000 for new bikes 
and other equipment for Physical Therapy

Other investments included:
p New household supplies  

for the Activities of Daily 
Living Room

p New corner chairs/tables 
for Speech Therapy

p Funds to maintain the 
supply of iPad styluses

p New apraxia of speech 
therapy materials

p New wobble chairs for 
Occupational Therapy

p New supplies for the 
Feeding Program

On behalf of all the staff and children of Schreiber, we would 
like to sincerely thank Edna’s Angels for their continued support.

Edna’s Angels is an association of women organized under the 
auspices of  Schreiber Pediatric Rehab Center. Members harness the 
power of collective giving  by pooling their donations and investing 
them effectively in projects that will build and strengthen Schreiber 
Pediatric’s programs. For more information, please contact the 
Financial Development office at 717-393-0425.

A Special Thank You…
To the generous community 
organizations who fundraise on 
our behalf. In October, Kiwanis Club 
of Lititz Area held its annual Lititz 
Chocolate Walk to raise money for 
four area organizations that serve 
children, including Schreiber. The Lititz 
Kiwanis folks also invited us to join 
them for another fundraising event 
at Dutch Apple Dinner Theater in 
August. The organizers of the Lancaster Craft Beerfest donated 
a portion of their proceeds to us, as did Shaun Duffy and his 
crew from Pit Stop Hobbies during the second charity paint-off 

event in September. Several 
other groups are concluding 
their work on our behalf this 
month, including Chiropractic 
1st, Sky Zone and Viktor 
Yeliohin International Ballet 
Academy. These community 
fundraisers contribute more 
than $100,000 in revenue to 
Schreiber each year and are an 
important part of our budget.

Carissa Slawecki from Schreiber, 
with Joe Kiely (left) and Shaun 
Duffy of Pit Stop Hobbies

Dennis Bouchard from 
Kiwanis International

Give to Stabler Matching Grant
Schreiber received a $250,000 matching grant from the 
Stabler Foundation to provide infant care in our Circle of 
Friends Academy. Your gift will be matched dollar-for-dollar 
by the Stabler grant. To make your donation, go to www.
schreiberpediatric.org/circleoffriends/ and click on the red 
Donate Now button. Or call the Financial Development Office 
at 717-393-0425 ext. 105.

As a Schreiber Star, you can make 
periodic recurring donations using a 

credit or debit card. Just set up your 
membership and the donations will start. 

Recurring donations make it easier on your 
budget by spreading out payments. And they save us time and 
resources and give us a stable, predictable revenue stream 
throughout the year.

Your recurring gifts will improve the lives of the thousands of 
children we serve throughout the next 12 months and beyond.

Become a Schreiber Star and set up your recurring gift today. 
Visit www.schreiberpediatric.org and click on DONATE.

Join the 
Schreiber 

Stars Giving 
Circle

Donate online at www.schreiberpediatric.org  •  DECEMBER 2016



625 Community Way, Lancaster, PA 17603 • (717) 393-0425 PHONE • (717) 735-6009 FAX
E-mail: info@schreiberpediatric.org • www.schreiberpediatric.org

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll free, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

This Winter at Schreiber
Quiet Santa at  
Dutch Wonderland
Schreiber and Dutch Wonderland 
are again partnering to offer parents 
the chance to have family photos 
with Santa on Dec. 11 and Dec. 18. 
Dutch Wonderland will make time available to families from 1:30 
to 3 p.m. on those two Sundays for kids to come to a low-key 
environment for their Santa photos. You will have a 15-minute 
session at a scheduled time. No long lines or mall chaos to deal 
with. And enjoy a free train ride around the park after your visit. 
To schedule your appointment, contact Dan Fink in the Financial 
Development office at 717-393-0425 ext. 105.

Online Cancellations
When it’s necessary to cancel, we can accept appointment 
cancellations online at www.schreiberpediatric.org/cancellation. 
Kindly provide 24 hours notice. If your appointment is sooner,  
we ask that you please phone our Scheduling Department directly  
at 717-393-0425 ext. 134.

New Rec Dates to be Announced Soon
Complete listings for Recreation and Club 625 programs  
and registration will be available online at:   
www.schreiberpediatric.org/recprograms.

2016 Holiday Hours
Schreiber will be closed Friday, Dec. 23, and Monday, Dec. 26, for 
Christmas and Monday, Jan. 2, to observe New Year’s Day. We wish  
you and your family a happy and joyous holiday season.

Winter Weather Watch
Tune in to WGAL TV-8 for information about delays or 
closings at Schreiber Pediatric. You can also visit our  
website or Facebook page for up-to-the-minute notices.

People News
Stephen R. Lazun rejoins Schreiber board

Stephen R. Lazun was elected to the Board of 
Directors in July for a three-year term that started 
in September. This is his second time on the 
board, having served multiple terms since 2002. 
Stephen is a partner at the Barley Snyder law firm 
in York. He and his wife, Susan, have two children, 
and they live in East Hempfield Township.

Here are the staff members most recently recognized as 
Employee of the Month.

Staff Recognition

August: Tisa Caslow
September: Ken Lawrence

October: Laura Cunningham
November: Jeremy Ewell

We have six new faces around the building — and one familiar 
face. Lisa Moore, Receptionist, previously worked at the Center 
from 2002 to 2014. Other new employees include:

Lisa Moore,
Receptionist

Kirsten Kleckner, 
Circle of Friends 
Academy

Kirsten Dubina, 
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Kiley Jenakovich, 
Billing Coordinator

Aimee Baum, 
Circle of Friends 
Academy

Cheryl Binkenstein, 
Circle of Friends Academy

Jessica Krueger, 
Occupational 
Therapist
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Name 

Address 

City  State Zip 

Phone Email 

Please mail this completed form with your gift to the address below or use the return envelope provided: 
Schreiber Pediatric Rehab Center, 625 Community Way, Lancaster, PA 17603 Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

I want to be a Schreiber STAR!YES!

YWC1216

By providing your email address you help Schreiber go green. 

q $500      q $100      q $25     or      q $ Any other amount you care to give to the children at  
Schreiber Pediatric Rehab Center of Lancaster County

I’d prefer to support Schreiber with my one-time gift:

1.  Visit www.schreiberpediatric.org/donate

2.  Click on the GREEN DONATE NOW button

3.  Fill out the donor information

4.  Hit DONATE NOW

THANK YOU!
Your monthly gift 
makes it easier for 

you to support 
Schreiber and gives 

us more reliable 
funding.


